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PAGE SIX THE PRAIRIE VIEW STANDARD DECEMBER, 1947 
Our Paved Street 
Looking east in front of the INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING BUILDING showing 
the newly paved street. 
SCHOLARSHIP— 
(Continued from Page One) 
college four-year course or the 
two-year trade course. He or she 
will have to be in the second or 
third year of work, depending up­
on whether the course is of the 
two-year or four-year length, re­
spectively. 
The committee judges the candi­
dates on the basis of excellence in 
three categories: (1) scholastic 
ability, (2) extra-curricula acti­
vity, and (3) good behavior. The 
candidate must have no failing 
grades, must be excellent in both 
the academic and trade phases of 
his work. Being an active member 
of clubs, societies and other recog­
nized school organizations also 
helps. 
One can readily see from the 
foregoing that the winner of the 
annual Mechanic Arts Scholarship 
Award is a well-rounded student 
in every sense of the word. We be­
lieve that this is necessary if one 
is to assume an active part in our 
democratic society. 
The winners of the awards last 
year are as follows: Jeff O. Rod-
gers, two-year course, and Joseph 
Phillips, four-year course. 
. When the word "scholarship" is 
mentioned on the campus, numer­
ous different concepts arise. Some 
think of the number of hours of 
course work in relation to grades 
which wlil qualify them for the 
Alpha Phi Mu Honorary Society. 
Others, looking in the opposite di­
rection, calculate the minimum 
requirements that will enable them 
to steer clear of scholastic proba­
tion. Others envision bespectacled 
students poking around library 
stacks, or aging scientists peering 
into microscopes. That everyone 
who chooses a college course is a 
potential scholar is not a common 
point of view. That an obligation 
rests upon all who are priviliged 
to give time to study to advance 
the frontiers of knowledge is even 
less readily accepted. It seems fit­
ting, therefore, to consider just 
how scholarship can be interpreted 
in our time. 
Modern scholarship should seek 
to understand the complex factors 
in our democracy, bringing its in­
sights to bear upon the removal of 
undesirable elements and the 
strengthening of those that will 
enrich mankind. It should continue 
to conserve values derived from the 
past, not only as a priceless heri­
tage, but also to provide a sound 
basis for whatever the new society 




No longer is it necessary to call 
Hempstead, Texas on the telephone 
to send or receive telegrams. A 
Teleprinter machine has been in­
stalled in the Communications Cen­
ter here at the College. During the 
regular day messages are sent to 
Hempstead, Texas for outlet. After 
the Hempstead Western Union of­
fice has closed messages are then 
sent to Houston, Texas for outlet, 
thus affording Prairie View 24-
hour telegraphic service which in­
cludes sending and receiving money 
orders. 
Finally, the new scholar should 
go directly into the market place, 
the classroom and the industrial 
shops. No longer is he being con­
sidered the man of thought only, 
but he is becoming as well the man 
of action. No longer immersed in 
books, he brings the judgment of 
the past to shape the course of the 
future. At whatever stage any of 
us may be in our pursuit of scholar­
ship, we recognize this college as 
a place where, through interaction 
of the past and present, new in­
sights develop and habits of social 
thinking and action are formed. 
Prairie View Streets 
Get Their Surface Lifted 
The main streets of the College 
campus have been greatly im­
proved during the past six months 
by the Texas State Highway De­
partment. Before this improvement 
the rainy season made cars and 
trucks subject to being stuck in 
the mud. The dry season would 
create an equal hazard by the 
crawling sands. 
The streets have been rebuilt 
with effective drainage so that the 
rain water quickly flows away. 
After this step they were re­
surfaced, and now, in dry or wet 
weather, our streets are in fine 
condition. 
This project began at the Col­
lege entrance where the hard-
surfaced road from the highway 
ended, on past the Guest House 
to Schuhmacher Corner, and then 
west past the Industrial Engi­
neering (Mechanic Arts) building 
to the Carpenter corner, and south 
to the Minor Hall corner, connect­
ing with the Library street which 
is improved from the Training 
School to Lucky Hall corner or the 
campus entrance. 
We are sincerely grateful to the 
Texas Highway Department for 
this valuable improvement to our 
streets. 
14th Convention Met 
(Continued from Page One) 
of Texas. He spoke on the subject 
of "A Well Developed Curriculum 
For All Children." 
From 2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. sec­
tional meetings were held under 
the Direction of the Commissions 
on "Higher Education" and on 
"Secondary Education." Dean J. B. 
Cade was chairman of the former 
group, and Mr. G. L. Porter pre­
sided over the latter. 
At 4:00 P.M. the group asssem-
bled for another general session 
where they received reports as fol­
lows: "Nomination," Mr. Winston 
Douglas; "Relationships in Educa­
tional Reconstruction," Dr. Thomas 
H. Henderson; "Committee on 
American Council on Education," 
Dr. V. L. Daniel, and "Committees 
on Accrediting," Dr. F. G. Clark. 
Dr. Ambrose Caliver, Specialist for 
Higher Education of Negroes, U. 
S. Office of Education spoke at this 
session. 
At 8:00 P.M the formal banquet 
was held in the College Cafeteria. 
Special recognition was given for 
a former member, the late Dr. R. 
T. Tatum, a past president of the 
group. Mr. James C. Evans, Acting 
Civilian aide to the Secretary of 
the Army was the main speaker. 
Various fraternities had special 
entertainment for their respective 
members after the banquet. 
The Friday morning session 
opened with an address by Dr. L. 
F. Palmer of Hampton Institute. 
His subject was "Salaries and 
Teachers' Unions as Significant 
Issues in Education Today." Sev­
eral Committee reports were made, 
among them: "Auditing and Bud­
get"—Dr. R. E. Clement; "Time 
and Place"—Dr. James A. Colston; 
and "Resolutions" — Mr. O. R. 
Pope. Prairie View's 1800 students, 
its faculty and the delegates to 
the convention assembled for an 
address by Dr. Albert W. Dent. The 
meeting adjourned at noon, Dec. 5. 
The officers for the new year are: 
Dr. S. L. Duncan, Supervisor of 
Negro High Schools of North 
Carolina, president; Dr. A. W. 
Dent, vice president; Dr. L. S. 
Cozart, secretary-treasurer; Vice 
President of High school section, 
Mr. I. B. Bryant, Mr. H. C. Tren-
holm and Mr. G. L. Porter were 
added to the Executive Committee, 
The next meeting will be held in 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 
Mr. G. L. Smith, Director of 
Agriculture, Prairie View A. & M. 
College, was chairman of local com­
mittees having to do with the ̂ con­
ference. 
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Some Highlights 
On Homecoming 
By R. W. HILLIARD 
Thanks to a great Panther 
eieven sparked by Heard, Clem-
mons, Clay, Young, Muldrow and 
Briscoe (only to name, a few) the 
old "exes" had a grand time Home­
coming when Prairie View tram­
pled Langston 19-7. 
In addition to the hard fought 
football game between Langston 
and Prairie View the old "exes" 
had various and varied events on 
the card November 22. At 9:30 A.M. 
the Alumni and Ex-Students As­
sociation met at the call of Presi­
dent R. W. Hilliard. At 1:00 P.M. 
the famous parade wound around 
the campus and to the field. The 
R.O.T.C. Band led by eight beauti­
ful lassies were first to turn in. It 
was followed by the R.O.T.C., the 
Girls' Drill Squad and the floats. 
A dozen entries were on hand for 
the grand parade. When the smoke 
was cleared the judges voted as 
follows: 
The Mechanic. Arts Float and 
the Agriculture Float tied for first 
place. 
(Continued on Page Five) 
Mechanic Arts 
Enrollment Increases 
The enrollment of students in 
the Mechanic Arts Division con­
tinued to increase as figures for 
the first semester are tabulated. A 
total of 315 students have regis­
tered whose major field of concen­
tration is in this division. Of this 
number eleven are young women. 
There are 208 veterans enrolled 
with 118 of this number pursuing 
the two-year course. There are 229 
students from other divisions of 
the College enrolled in the special 
Industry classes. (See "Industry 
Course Offers Opportunity") 
We are encouraged to note this 
upward trend on the part of Texas 
students in interesting themselves 
in the Industrial Training program 
here at Prairie View. 
This issue of the STANDARD is 
sponsored by the Mechanic Arts 
Division of Prairie View A. & M. 
College. 
m 
hat better time than Christmas 
for totru 2mcrican to reaffirm 
his faith in God and emulate the 
great builders of our nation — 
God-fearing men—tolio turned to praucr for guid­
ance and inspiration. Qnlu through praucr 
and faith can toe assure the continuance of freedom 
without fear—tolerance without turannu—demoe-
racp and lasting world peace. ̂ Without the 
worship of God, life is stark. 0n this Christmas 
Bag, let us humblu pau homage to Christ who 
humbled himself for mankind. r^£ct us rcsoloe, 
through Christian fellowship, to do our part to 
maintain the rich heritage of our countru and te 
help those less fortunate peoples of the world. 
Courtesy of INTERNATIONAL PAPER COMPANY 
New Administration 
Building to Begin Soon 
Bids will be asked soon for the 
construction of an Administration 
Building to be erected on South 
Campus (Present Site of Grand­
stand). The structure when com­
pleted and equipped will cost 
approximately $350,000. 
The plans, prepared by the Ar­
chitect for the A. & M. System of 
Colleges, call for a two-story struc­
ture with a basement. The first 
floor will house offices for the 
Treasurer and Registrar, and an 
auditorium with a seating capacity 
of 250. The second floor will 
provide office space for the fol­
lowing: Principal, Assistant Prin­
cipal, Secretary to the Principal, 
Conference room, Offices of Dean 
of Women and Dean of Men, Per­
sonnel Director, Assistant Per­
sonnel Director, the Commandant, 
College Minister, Public Relations 
Office, Dean of Graduate SehooL_ 
Instruction and Coordination, and 
toilet facilities for men and 
women. The basement will contain 
storage and work spaces for the 
offices housed in the building. 
The architecture will be in keep­
ing with the existing styles on the 
campus and should prove an at­
tractive addition to the College 
Plant. 
SCHOLARSHIP— 
A Mechanic Arts Project 
The faculty of the Mechanic 
Arts Division in one of its regular 
meetings of 1946-1947 voted to 
give two twenty-five-dollar Savings 
Bonds to two Mechanic Arts stu­
dents who excelled in scholastic 
achievements during their college 
career. It is hoped that this will 
act as an incentive to all the stu­
dents in the Division to higher 
scholastic endeavors. A commit­
tee was appointed to set up certain 
minimum standards of achieve­
ment. By so doing, we are assured 
that each winner throughout the 
years will always be a representa­
tive of the best students in any 
school. To be eligible for considera­
tion of the award, a student can 
be enrolled in either the regular 
(Continued on Page Six) 
Fourteenth Convention of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools Held at Prairie View 
By R. W. HILLIARD 
The Fourteenth annual conven­
tion of the Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools was held at 
Prairie View A. & M. College, 
Prairie View, Texas, December 3, 
through 5, 1947 with Dr. Robert P. 
Daniel, president, officiating. More 
than 100 administrators were in 
attendance. The meeting opened 
December 3 at 8:00 P.M. with an 
address by Dr. E. B. Evans, Prin­
cipal of Prairie View. His subject 
followed the convention theme: 
"Significant Issues in Education 
Today." Dr. L. S. Cozart gave the 
report of the Secretary-Treasurer. 
The Employees of Prairie View 
entertained the Association with a 
Pre-Christmas dance. The faculty 
of the Texas State University for 
Negroes was also invited down for 
the affair. 
On Thursday, December 4, Dr. 
Albert W. Dent, president of Dil-
lard University presided at the 
general session. Dr. George S. 
Mitchell, Executive Director of the 
Southern Regional Council spoke 
on "Veteran's Problems and Edu­
cation." Dr. James A. Atkins, Di­
rector, Racial Relations Division, 
Bureau of Community Facilities 
discussed the work of his depart­
ment. The final speaker for the 
morning was Dr. L. A. Woods, 
State Superintendent of Education 
(Continued on Page Six) 
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E D I T O R I A L S  
PEACE ON EARTH-
GOOD WILL TO MEN 
At this season of the year, one of the most 
frequently heard and written phrases is "Peace 
On Earth—Good Will To Men." Many of us can 
see in this quotation only irony today. Greed, 
prejudice, and intolerance of the human race 
and lack of concern for fellow men are respon­
sible for that irony. 
The life of an engineer is spent in nearly 
constant study and practice in a field of a tech­
nical nature. He is required to think analytic­
ally on machines, structures, materials, and 
processes. But Engineering, as the art of using 
science for the benefits of man, is itself a 
social art which promises to send its disciples 
into every social field in which its methods are 
applicable. Within the confines of the profes­
sion, the engineer is today dealing with social 
problems that bear upon economics, labor, and 
government. He has much to contribute to the 
broad social thinking and planning. 
An so, as this Christmas comes, let us real­
ize that we are commemorating the birth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ—the one who holds the 
way to Peace on Earth. Engineers and other 
technical men are striving to bring peace and 
a full life among men. If men would have the 
strength and courage to stand up for their God, 
then that peace and life will certainly be at­
tained. 
Engineers have a type of analytical and pro­
ductive training that all men prize and respect; 
and with a belief in the true spirit of Christ­
mas, they should be a potent factor in building 
reality into the words—PEACE ON EARTH, 
GOOD WILL TO MEN. 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
Because of the important position that sci­
ence, industry, and technology are certain to 
hold in the world of tomorrow, a large number 
of well-prepared men will be required to carry 
on the many functions of this technical age. 
The impetus of the recent war caused science 
to make tremendous strides, amazing new dis­
coveries, and advancements ranging from D. 
D. T. to the Atomic Bomb were the results. 
Nothing has more greatly exposed the weak­
ness in the Negroes' educational pattern than 
current trends with their opportunities and 
demands for industrially skilled, and technically 
trained men. With the United States looking 
forward to a $20,000,000,000 building program 
in the next decade, how many qualified Negroes 
can be called upon to participate in this con­
struction? Thousands of architects, carpenters, 
brick masons, plumbers, plasterers, painters 
and electricians will be needed. All these crafts­
men earn from $15 to $30 per day under the 
present wage scales. The motor car industry 
shows unlimited opportunities. With twenty-
five million motor vehicles in operation in 
this country, and replacements running from 
three to five million per year, the need for 
automotive engineers and men in all phases of 
the industry is obvious. Throughout the entire . 
scheme of our present day society, there is a 
rapidly increasing demand for skilled tech­
nicians and men with scientific and engineer­
ing training. 
It appears that too many Negroes have over­
looked specialized fields as Mechanical En­
gineering, including Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning; Electrical Engineering with its 
specialized branches of electronics, illumina­
tion, and communication; Agricultural En­
gineering; Ceramic Engineering; Chemical 
Engineering; Aeronautical Engineering; Man­
agement Engineering; Mining and Metallurgi­
cal Engineering; Geology; Civil Engineering, 
including Sanitary, Highway, Structural, and 
Transportation Engineering; and Petroleum 
Engineering. Of the 250,000 Engineers and 
Architects in this country, less than 500 are 
Negroes. It so happens that Texas represents 
one of the greatest petroleum-producing >hreas 
in the world and has no Negroes who are pre­
paring themselves in Petroleum Engineering. 
Furthermore, a recent study reveals thb fact 
that few Negroes are in training in the scien­
tific and technical fields preparing themselves 
for the architectural and engineering profes­
sions. It seems that it might be wise for young 
men and women to give serious consideration 
to the technical areas. The fundamental eco­
nomics of any racial group must necessarily 
relate to the industrial society of the nation. 
The strength of the group lies in its ability to 
participate and advance in all phases of the 
social order in this technical age and in a 
country which is definitely industrial. 
GRATITUDE 
A sincere debt of gratiude is herewith paid 
to the few who worked so diligently to make 
the Mechanic Arts Float entry in the Home­
coming Parade a success. Although we had to 
share first-place honors with our "AG" brothers 
it does not in the least, lessen, in our estima­
tion, the work and patience of (may we re­
peat) the few who went all-out to build the 
Float. We sincerely hope that next year many 
more will lend a hand in this effort. It may be 
that by then steps will have been taken to in­
sure the list of judges actually performing 
consist of odd numbers, and all floats will be 
j udged while in the parade as they will be seen 
by the throngs who witness this gala event. 
It don't take much sweat to work yourself 
to the bottom. 
PRINTING EDUCATION WEEK 
January 11-17, 1948 
Printing today serves as the number one 
agent in any and every public relations pro­
gram. This is an important point to keep in 
mind because national Printing Week, ob­
served annually during the week which includes 
the anniversary of Benjamin Franklin's birth­
day, January 17, is actually the focal point of 
a public relations program for the entire 
graphic arts industry. Sponsored by the Na­
tional Graphic Arts Education Association, 
the International Association of Printing 
House Craftsmen, and Printing Industry of 
America, Printing Week offers an opportunity 
for obtaining recognition of the industry's im­
portance. 
A THOUSAND HANDS 
"I've made my way through life," he said, 
''I owe no man a thing." 
That night he dreamt he stood upon 
A lofty mountain peak; 
And he was proud 
That -He had scaled it by himself; 
But when he looked below, 
He saw a thousand hands were holding him 
Where they had pushed him up. 
—HERALD M. DOXSEE 
Just Thinking 
"Wha't is College Bred, Pop?" 
"College bread is a four year loaf made from 
the flavor of youth and the old man's dough." 
« « » 
Everything may come to the man who waits 
but it'll come awful slow. 
* * * 
There oughta be a course in school that 
teaches people to read the handwriting on the 
wall. 
* • • 
You got to expect some poor fruit on every 
family tree. 
• * s5« 
No crowd ever went in one direction very 
long. 
• * * 
There is such a thing as bein' so good that 
you're no good. 
Here, There and Yon 
The station manager was interviewing an 
applicant for a technician's job. "For this posi­
tion," he said, "we want a responsible man." 
"That's me, boss," the applicant answered, 
"The last place I worked, everytime anything 
went wrong, they told me I was responsible!" 
* * * 
"I'll have to have a raise, sir," said the book­
keeper. "There are three companies after me." 
"What three?" demanded his boss. 
'Light, telephone and water," was the reply. 
* * * 
Huge truck with two signs on the rear tells 
motorists: Left, passing side—Right, suicide. 
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With The Alumni and Former Students of 
The Mechanics Arts Division 
is an instructor in Tailoring in 
Mexia, Texas. 
* s * 
Miss Bobbie Solomon, Class of 
'47, is at Wiley College, Marshall, 
Texas. 
Mr. Marshall Williams is with 
the U. N. O. 
Mr. L. O. Jones is doing fine 
with the reclamation division of 
the United States Engineers, San 
Benito, Texas. He has been there 
for a number of years, returning 
after doing a "hitch" in the army. 
:'t :<! :Js 
Mr. L. P. Muckelroy, former 
student and instructor in Plumb­
ing, became the first Negro to ever 
secure a plumbing permit from the 
City of Houston. Mr. Muckelroy 
has now completed several jobs and 
had no trouble in getting them 
passed by the city inspectors. He 
was one of three colored persons 
to receive the Master Plumbers' 
License. Mr. Muckelroy has in­
creased the number of men em­
ployed in his newly organized firm 
and will undertake the plumbing 
on a 100-house housing project 
now being started by Mr. James 
Thomas, Class of '27. The project 
when completed will have over 300 
units. 
The demand is way out in front 
of the supply. These people post­
poned their education to assist in 
relieving the teacher shortage: 
Robert Higgins, John Bell, and 
Timothy Collins are instructors at 
the Bryan Vocational School. Alex 
McFee, '47, instructor at Brenham, 
Texas. Alvin Johnson, instructor 
of Printing, Dallas, Texas. 
• :j :<c 
Dr. Walter Daniels, former in­
structor and student in the Divi­
sion of Mechanic Arts and now 
Professor of Engineering at How­
ard University, presented a paper 
on the "Deflection of Concrete 







Mr. Joe C. Young, Class of '46, 
is now employed in the Industrial 
Division of the I. M. Terrell High 
School, Fort Worth, Texas. 
• # • 
Mr. Roy C. Sealey, former stu­
dent, formerly with the Paul Wil­
liams Architectural Firm, is now 
in business for himself and doing-
fine — just completed a 12-story 
building in downtown Los Angeles. 
Mr. Paul Williams seems to find 
students from the Mechanic Arts 
Division quite satisfactory — the 
only Negro now employed in his 
office is former student Earl B. 
Crudupt from Dallas, Texas. Be­
fore beginning work for Mr. Wil­
liams, Crudupt worked for the Sun 
Ship Company as a Structural 
Draftsman. 
:|c if 
Mr. W. P. Terrell is still with 
the Bureau of Standards, En­
gineering Division. 
Miss Elouise Clark, Class of '47, 
Mechanic Arts Division 
Adds New Members 
Among its additions to the in­
structional staff, the Mechanic Arts 
Division was able to secure instruc­
tors whose training has been re­
ceived from the most recognized 
institutions of our educational 
sphere. The entire staff joins in 
wishing that their tenure here will 
be lengthy and successful. 
Mr. H. S. Jenkins of Wilson, 
North Carolina, a graduate of 
Hampton Institute Trade School, 
with eight years of teaching ex­
perience in the Trowel Trades, is 
instructor of Brick Masonry and 
Trowel Trades. 
Mr. O. Ivan White of Houston, 
Texas, a graduate of Bishop Col­
lege, with fifteen years experience 
as Drycleaner, is head instructor 
in the Dry Cleaning Department. 
Mr. Harold G. Washington hails 
from Houston, Texas, has had 
seventeen years experience in Dry 
Cleaning, and is Assistant Instruc­
tor in the Dry Cleaning Depart­
ment. 
Mr. Lee B. James who received 
his B.S. degree from Lincoln Uni­
versity (Mo.) his M.S. degree from 
Wayne University of Detroit, 
Michigan, and with eleven years 
experience as Instructor in Indus­
trial Education, is Instructor of 
Industrial Education. 
Mr. R. J. Jenkins, of New York 
City, received his training at Tus-
kegee Institute as a plumber, Sani­
tary Engineering at New York 
City, holds a Master Plumber's 
License, recently received a Plumb­
ing Certificate from the City of 
Los Angeles, is instructor of 
Plumbing at this institution. 
Mr. Mathes Dickson, Jr., an 
alumnus of Prairie View A. & M. 
College, Class of '47, instructor 
of Printing. 
Mr. Thaddeaus G. Porter has re­
cently assumed the responsibility 
of teaching Carpentry and Cabi­
net Making. 
Besides its instructional staff, 
the Division of Mechanic Arts has 
in its employ Miss Hazel L. Camp­
bell of Houston, Texas, and Mrs. 
Joyce E. Martin, secretaries to the 
Director of the Division. Miss 
Campbell attended one year at 
Prairie View. Mrs. Martin at­
tended Samuel Huston at Austin, 
Texas, and Pasadena College at 
Pasadena, California. 
In the Building Operations De­
partment, Mrs. Ruth Anderson 
and Mrs. Earline Davis have been 
added. 
By W. R. GERALD 
The late R. W. Rayford, for 
many years instructor in Dry 
Cleaning and Pressing at Prairie 
View A. & M. College possessed 
rare trade knowledge in his field 
and was responsible for a well-kept 
and orderly shop. Although there 
was a great need for more floor 
space to include other necessities 
and accessories of the trade. He 
succeeded well in both production 
and instruction, doing work for 
both faculty and students with a 
minimum of complaints. 
Perhaps his greatest expressed 
satisfaction came from helping-
some student to get started in 
business or to hear of one's success 
on a job he had recommended. 
He was a man of devotion and 
respect for his family. He and his 
wife made a good team together 
with their three children, all of 
whom were educated at Prairie 
View . 
He was a charter member and 
officer in the Metropolitan Church 
at Austin, Texas as well as a civic 
worker and at one time connected 
with the Boy Scout organization. 
Mr. Rayford organized and 
taught the first class in tailoring 
offered at- Prairie View. After a 







Beams" before the Nineteenth An­
nual Convention of National Tech­
nical Association at. Washington, 
D. C. 
Mr. Anthony Dibble, Trade 
Certificate '47, is now employed in 
a Shoe Repair Shop, San Antonio, 
Texas. 
Mr. Lamar H. Caldwell is em­
ployed as engineer for the Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company, San 
Francisco, California. 
Mr. Fred Taylor is a licensed 
contractor in Los Angeles, Cali­
fornia. 
Mr. Dillard Alsobrooks is em­
ployed as engineer for the Du Pont 
Company working at their branch 
factory near Orange, Texas. 
WISH WE HAD SPACE TO 
COVER THEM ALL . . . 
of his own and also taught at 
the D. D. and B. School at Austin, 
Texas. On September 1, 1933 he 
returned to Prairie View to be­
come instructor in cleaning and 
pressing; this job he held until his 
passing Sunday, May 25, 1947. 
Had he been fortunate enough to 
have lived a few months longer he 
would have retired as instructor 
at Prairie View to move to his, 
home at Austin, Texas. 
Just a short time before his; 
passing he attended a professional 
meeting at Houston, Texas and 
made an excellent report to the Me­
chanic Arts group on new methods; 
in dry cleaning garments. 
Although his interest in home 
and job was paramount, he found 
time for sports and recreation. He 
liked to fish and hunt, at times his 
legs bothered him and very little 
hunting was done in the latter 
years of his life, but fishing was 
different, he could carry his camp 
stool along and rest comfortably 
as he pulled in the big ones at 
lakes and bays. There was seldom 
a fishing party to leave the campus 
that did not include Bob Rayford, 
and it was his experience and 
coolness that was always welcomed 
by the fishermen of the party. He 
(Continued on Page Five) 
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Industrial Arts Must Lead 
MISS TOMA SITA THOMPSON 
Industry Course 
Offers Opportunity 
During the past summer months 
of June, July and August, I dis­
covered the veritable importance 
of six hours per week spent in an 
industry class. 
Endeavoring to secure work after 
the regular session, I searched the 
Classified ad in all of the Hous­
ton papers, contacted friends and 
even placed an ad in the Houston 
Chronicle for three days. I com­
pletely forgot about the industry I 
took for three years; the first year 
in hand composition; the second 
and third years - on the Linotype 
machine. Suddenly my chance came. 
The front page of the Houston 
INFORMER said, "Employees Strike, 
Workers Wanted." It was then I 
remembered that I was qualified to 
do that type of work and hurried to 
the INFORMER office, placed my ap­
plication for work, had a one-hour 
try-out on the linotype machine, 
began work the following Monday 
morning and received a considera­
ble beginners salary. 
Those were three enjoyable 
working months. I was given the 
duty of correcting the front and 
editorial page of each INFORMER 
edition. 
To me the Industry is no longer 
a class in which to pass off some 
leisure time idly, but a class to 
prepare to meet the future demand. 
TOMA SITA THOMPSON 
CHRISTMAS VACATION 
Begins at noon, Saturday, De­
cember 20, 1947 and Ends at noon, 
Friday, Jan. 2, 1948. 
By LEE B. JAMES 
' It is only during tfie last decade 
or two that modernly conceived 
industrial arts education has. out­
grown the "manual training" and 
"manual arts" stages of develop­
ment. Within the same span of 
time vocational education has 
grown from ^a minor to a major 
phase of public education. In both 
areas of learning higher profes­
sional standards, in turn, are made 
possible largely by improvements 
in what has become known about 
the art and science of teaching. 
An opportunity for revitalizing 
American education, through the 
industrial arts, is a definite possi­
bility. For its realization, however, 
teachers in the industrial arts field 
must cease thinking of their work 
as elements separate and apart 
from the rest of education. 
The present trend toward unity 
results in part from the "project" 
method, early applied in the field 
of the industrial arts. This innova­
tion is causing the artifical wall 
between cultural and vocational 
education to crumble. It is chal­
lenging traditional education, prov­
ing it in many respects funda­
mentally wrong. 
Fortunately, an increasing num­
ber of educators are beginning to 
realize that interest in industry 
are excellent centers around which 
education can be achieved. Many 
are convinced that education is as 
life is, a unity. In progressive 
schools throughout the country, 
"projects" are no longer used as 
sidehouses or special exhibits but 
that a succession of "projects" or 
"activities" are entirely displacing 
the old subject compartmentalized 
curriculums. The "generalists" are 
learning that life interest of in­
dividual children, rather than sub­
jects, constitute the roots through 
which education feeds. All should 
see, that such interests are the 
focal points around which cultural 
as well as industrial and voca­
tional knowledge can be acquired. 
Industrial arts teachers should 
not be content in merely training 
in skills and processes. Instead, 
they should capitalize on the op­
portunity for making industrial 
arts functional through which 
innumerable cultural elements of 
civilization can be taught. Through 
their fields, they might furnish 
leadership to the whole of educa­
tion. This is a bold concept, but to 
each courageous and far-seeing in­
dustrial arts teacher, the present 
trend toward unification of educa­
tion presents no. less a challenge. 
To rise to this opportunity, it is 
imperative that allegiance to in­
dustry be minimized.. In vocational 
schools especially, but also in in­
dustrial arts shops so much is 
heard about processes and so little 
about education that it seems ap­
propriate to raise the question; if 
perchance, industrial arts shops 
are primarily industrial plants 
and only secondary educational in­
stitutions. It is one thing to .co­
operate with industry, but. quite 
another to light educational lamps 
at its altars. . ; 
Many benefits accrued to indus­
trial arts education because of its 
close association with industry. 
The work has become more practi­
cal. Immediate needs of children 
are brought to the attention of 
schoolmen and diversification of 
programs follows. It is no accident 
that certain aims here are fairly 
clear, where as there is, an absence 
of clearly stated objectives in aca­
demic education. The definiteness 
and specificity which characterizes 
some of the work in industrial arts 
education is in no small measure 
attributable to the influence of in­
dustry. 
There are other dangers also, to 
be avoided. It is unfair to assume 
that industrial arts teachers have 
placed all emphasis upon produc­
tion and the product. No industrial 
arts teachers are interested and 
deal with related and academic de­
velopment in the educative process 
of the individual. 
If unity can be achieved and 
educational rather than industrial 
standards set up, there are valid 
reasons for looking upon industrial 
arts as a fertile field for the de­
velopment of significant educational 
leadership. One reason is that aca­
demic education will be slow to 
furnish leadership for a major re­
organization, Academicians are too 
much committed to a policy of 
disection, which gradually and ef­
fectively kills real education. That 
the disassociated, compartment­
alized subjects of academic schools 
are dead, is all too obvious even 
to academic teachers themselves. 
There is probably sufficient dead 
wood in the academic tree to war­
rant the ever-present strenuous 
resistance to a "shaking-up." It 
should be more profitable to seek 
leadership for a reconstructed and 
revitalized education from among 




By A. O. CRAVIN 
The Building Operations Depart­
ment at Prairie View has proven, 
to be a very important department 
of the Institution. 
This department is responsible 
for the upkeep arid operation, of all 
public buildings and operates un­
der the supervision of the Super-, 
intendent" of Buildings. 
Its main functions are to keep 
all buildirigs clean arid available 
for use at all times, report com­
plaints, repair jobs etc., to proper 
authorities and work with all de­
partments for the best interest of 
the Institution. 
There are now ten full-time em­
ployees and sixteen regularly em­
ployed students working in the 
department. 
arts fields. The latter can meet the 
challenge if they become students 
of the whole of education and if 
they can but envision the possibili­
ties in their full comprehensive­
ness. 
Educational leadership should 
emerge from among the industrial 
arts group because, with the ex­
ception of an attempted divorce­
ment of vocational and cultural 
education, their basic educational 
assumptions are sound. Schools 
and departments of industrial arts 
do not have children carry on 
meaningless, formal exercises in 
disassociated and unrelated arti­
ficial subjects. The pupil's experi­
ences, his problems, and his proj­
ects are, as they should be, the 
center of his education. 
One of the greatest and far 
reaching weakness of the academic 
educational process is the assembl­
ing together large groups of people, 
given a number, and knowledge and 
wisdom could be piped down from 
a single reservoir "the teacher" to 
the many pupils below. The only 
reason 40 and 50 pupils are found 
in academic classes is because edu­
cators said it was feasible. The 
practical arts were started right— 
with small numbers in each class, 
providing for daily growth of in­
dividuals. 
Industrial arts education faces 
a challenge to lead, its basic "proj­
ect" theory provides a firm founda­
tion for all education and because 
it points the way to educational 
unity. It should avoid a too close 
adherence to industrial patterns 
and must never be justly charged 
with lack of vision and narrow­
ness. 
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Our Modern 
Civilization in Science 
By EDWIN P. TAYLOR 
From the beginning of Civiliza­
tion up to the present day man has 
been striving to improve his con­
ditions and environments. He has 
been constantly searching, develop­
ing and experimenting with the 
materials of nature to increase his 
skill, knowledge and experience in 
the applications of nature's wealth 
to his needs and comforts. 
In this scientific or atomic age 
the demand for technically trained 
men and women in the many fields 
of science is greater than ever be­
fore in the history of the world. 
Industry, the backbone of oui 
great nation whose giant produc­
ing capacity startled the world 
during World War II depends on 
the Technicians, Engineers and 
Scientists to maintain it and con­
tinue to develop it into a greater 
field of glory. 
We here at Prairie View A. & M. 
College have been designated to 
help shoulder this great task. The 
caliber of the Technicians, En­
gineers and Scientists we turn out 
will determine to a large degree 
our future and the future of our 
posterity. For without science and 
its applications we move back into 
the stone age, but with it we move 
from one haven to a bigger and 
better one. 
I am sure that every man of 
science is hoping and striving to 
make the world realize and ap­
preciate its value whether it's pure 
science or applied science for they 
go hand in hand. 
So let us remember and respect 
the Technicians, Engineers and 
Scientists that we now have and 
encourage more to enter these 
fields; for remember, twenty-four 
hours of each day you are using 
something these men and women 
made possible for you to have from 
pleasures and comforts to necessi­
ties for protection and preserva­
tion of health and life itself. 
A Tribute 
(Continued from Page Three) 
had many gagdets and practical 
ideas on fishing, and his tackle box 
and equipment was as well kept as 
his shop and home. 
The director of Mechanic Arts, 
Mr. C. L. Wilson, had high regards 
for the work of Mr. Rayford and 
on the other hand Mr. Rayford re­
spected the counsel and advice of 
Mr. Wilson. 
For a job well done, and a 
family well cared for, it is easy 
to understand why R. W. Rayford 
is missed. 
Laboratory in Electricity HOMECOMING 
Left to right Charles Pitts, Louis Drummond, and Richard Williams. These men 
are running speed voltage and current tests on a generator. 
Build Your Career 
In Brick and Tile Masonry 
Some folks start out in life just 
"taking a job." The more thought­
ful ones plan a career. Their choice 
of a vocation is based on what they 
most enjoy doing, plus the oppor­
tunities offered that will enable 
them to pleasantly and profitably 
achieve their goals. If you have had 
an interest in construction and like 
to work with hand tools, Masonry 
should appeal to you. 
The future of Brick and Tile 
Masonry is brighter today than at 
any time in its centuries' long his­
tory. Down through the ages the 
Mason has been highly respected 
and honored. His trade has changed 
but little. For once the Mason mas­
tered the elements of his trade, and 
acquired proficiency and skill—it 
is "his trade" for the rest of his 
life. There are no great and fre­
quent changes in Masonry. A man 
learns his job, knows it and does 
it—throughout his lifetime. With 
the construction industry facing 
today, a long period of expansion, 
the Mason should be able to look 
forward to a secure, permanent, 
successful future. 
tire soon. Post-war construction 
plans estimate a need for about 
154,000 Masons to meet essential 
needs. That means approximately 
63,000 new Masons are required to 
lay-up Clay Products alone. Brick 
and Tile Masonry has a great 
shortage of skilled craftsmen. To 
fulfill America's construction needs 
will take many. There is a sure 
and secure place in the trade for 
YOU. 
(Continued from Page One) 
The Tri-City Club vehicle and 
the Business Administration Club 
vehicles tied for first place in the 
vehicle class. These ties were the 
first in the history of the contest. 
At the half the Local Alumni Club 
presented flowers to Miss Home­
coming (Mrs. A. E. McMillan, 
class '37). Miss Homecoming was 
the guest of Miss Prairie View 
(Miss Joyce Wilson) and her court, 
(Miss Horathel Dickens and Miss 
Lillian Baugh). 
After the game re-union plan­
ning groups of the classes of 1918, 
1928, and 1938 met to plan for 
their May 1948 re-union. 
At 7:00 P.M. the students danced 
to the lilting music of the Prairie 
View Collegians and at 9:45 P.M. 
the visitors and faculty were en­
tertained by the Local Alumni 
Club at Prairie View ending the 
festivities. 
Mr. Hobart Taylor, Manager of 
H. & T. Cab Company, Houston, 
Texas was honored by the faculty 
and students of Prairie View, No­
vember 23. A large photo of the 
prominent Alumnus was unveiled 
at a special exercise and will be 
hung in the Recreation Hall. Mr. 
Taylor gave $500 to the institution 
to use in the center. 
The Honorable O. C. Abernethy, 
member of the House of Represent­
atives of the state of Colorado 
spoke on Sunday, November 23. 
The Local Alumni Club headed by 
Mr. Lloyd Scott presented the 
prominent alumnus. 
Class in Masonry 
Never before in the history of 
modern Masonry has there been so 
great a NEED for men. In 1945 
there were available only 91,000 
Brick and Tile Masons. Of these 
many have retired or wish to re­ Student L. R. Henderson building a twelve-inch wall under the instruction of Mr. H. S. Jenkins 
